QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS

10.1

10.2

10.3

10.4

10.5

10.6

QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR GARDNER TO THE CABINET
MEMBER FOR COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENT — COUNCILLOR LAVERY:

Over the past few months young people have been seen and heard in the streets
and parks igniting large fireworks that are clearly meant for organised display
events only. Can the Cabinet member please outline the process for licensing the
sale of fireworks and, in particular, if there is a requirement for recording who
purchases them?

QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR D.MILLS TO THE CABINET
MEMBER FOR CHILDREN, FAMILIES & EDUCATION - COUNCILLOR O’BRIEN:

As all Councillors have now received the letter from the Department for Education’s
Deputy Director regarding the Safety Valve Agreement, is it fair to conclude that the
pressures facing this administration are the result of national funding arrangements
and wider systemic issues within the SEND framework — challenges that ultimately
require national, rather than solely local, solutions?

QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR BENNETT TO THE CABINET
MEMBER FOR PLANNING, HOUSING & GROWTH - COUNCILLOR TUCKWELL:

Can the Cabinet member please provide an update on the condition of Ministry of
Defence estates in Hillingdon, and the opportunities available for bringing empty
military homes back into productive use?

QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR BURROWS TO THE CABINET
MEMBER FOR CORPORATE SERVICES AND PROPERTY - COUNCILLOR
BIANCO:

Can the Cabinet member please give an update on the progress of the
development of the new Jubilee Platinum Leisure Centre and confirm when it is
expected to be completed?

QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR HIGGINS TO THE CABINET
MEMBER FOR PLANNING, HOUSING & GROWTH - COUNCILLOR TUCKWELL.:

Can the Cabinet member please provide an update on the Chagossians’ arrival into
Hillingdon and outline how the Council is managing the support required?

QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR BURLES TO THE CABINET
MEMBER FOR COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENT — COUNCILLOR LAVERY:

Does the Cabinet member believe that the new policy of not locking the gates of
parks at night has been of any benefit to residents living in the local area if so what
are they?
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10.7

10.8

10.9

10.10

QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR AHMAD-WALLANA TO THE
CABINET MEMBER FOR HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE - COUNCILLOR PALMER:

Could the Cabinet member explain the benefits to the Council and residents of the
recent purchase of The Burroughs Care Home?

QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR SWEETING TO THE LEADER OF
THE COUNCIL - COUNCILLOR EDWARDS:

The November budget report confirms the Council cannot remain a going concern
without Exceptional Financial Support. When did the Leader first know that the
Council was effectively insolvent and why was this not immediately disclosed to
Members or residents?

QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR PUNJA TO THE LEADER OF THE
COUNCIL - COUNCILLOR EDWARDS:

The 2025/26 budget relies on delivering £38.8m of in-year savings to remain
balanced, yet by Month 6 up to £20.2m is either at risk, undeliverable, or still at an
early stage. The Strategic Risk Register presented to the November Audit
Committee states plainly that “a key driver in this forecast overspend is that the
savings programme is not on track... and mitigations will not be sufficient to offset
this.”

Does the Leader of the Council still maintain that Hillingdon has a balanced and
lawful budget when the savings essential to its in-year legality are already failing
under this administration?

QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR MAND TO THE CABINET MEMBER
FOR FINANCE AND TRANSFORMATION - COUNCILLOR GODDARD:

At September's Full Council, the Cabinet Member dismissed Exceptional Financial
Support as merely an “accounting adjustment” and claimed residents would not
shoulder the burden. Yet the last so-called accounting adjustments — totalling
£14.1 million since 2014 — led directly to cuts in services, the sale of community
assets, and still this administration cannot balance its books.

Does the Cabinet Member agree that this latest “accounting adjustment”, in the form
of Exceptional Financial Support, will also be paid by the residents of Hillingdon —
especially as every past adjustment has resulted in higher costs, fewer services,
and deeper financial crisis for this borough? Yes or No.
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10.11 QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR KAUR TO THE CABINET MEMBER
FOR COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENT — COUNCILLOR LAVERY:

Could the Cabinet Member explain why the out-of-hours nuisance service has been

effectively closed? Given that:

e No resident consultation was carried out prior to this decision;

e the data used to justify the withdrawal is acknowledged in the report as
incomplete - specifically stating that “it is not possible to obtain complete and
accurate reports of the data held on the GOSS system relating to the team’s
activities”; and

e the report also confirms that “noise complaints cannot be investigated remotely
using noise recording equipment, noise apps or diary sheets alone.

10.12 QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR MATHERS TO THE LEADER OF
THE COUNCIL - COUNCILLOR EDWARDS:

Can the Leader explain how a £13.9M adverse movement in just two months can
possibly be presented as evidence that he and his Cabinet Member for Finance
have any control over the Council’s financial position?
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